
 

 
 

St. Helens High School 
Home of the Lions 

 

Course Syllabus 2019-2020 

 Course Information: 
Course Title: Post 9/11 Literature 
Subject Area: LA - Language Arts 
Grade Level(s): 12 Credits: 1 
 

 Instructor Information: 
Name: Kyle Brayton 
Contact: kylebra@sthelens.k12.or.us 
                503-397-1900 Ext. 7477  
 

 Course Description 
The term “9/11 literature” is often used to describe a group 
of fictional books that are either loosely related to or directly 
based on the terror attacks of September 11, 2001. Some 
September 11 books feature the events of that horrific day 
prominently in the plot, character development, or theme; 
other novels that are frequently grouped into the 9/11 fiction 
category only mention this event in passing (and sometimes 
not even at all). 
In this semester course, students will read novels published 
after 9/11 and examine their connection to the event that 
shaped America as it entered the new millenium. These 
novels will address bravery, anger, loss, and a world view on 
9/11 as well as explore the ripple effects not only in 
literature, but film too. 
 

Prerequisites 
n/a 
 

Academic Vocabulary Development 
Interpret, cite, explain, research, demonstrate, present, 
outline 
 

Supplemental Resources 
Novels, films, articles 
 

Safety Issues and Requirements 
Students may need parent/guardian approval prior to 
watching films viewed in class. 
 

District Adopted Materials 
N/A 
 

 Differentiation/Accessibility Strategies and Support 
Resources 
Visual aids, graphic novels, modelling, scaffolding, digital 
writing, group collaboration 
 

Career-Related Learning Experiences 
Project-based Learning 
 

ODE Essential Skills & Work Samples 
N/A 
 

Behavioral Expectations 
Students are expected to adhere to the school behavior 
expectations and code of conduct described in the SHSD 
Student and Family Handbook. 
 
In addition: 

• Attendance will be taken based on whether student is 
in their assigned seat.  

•  As seniors, I am allowing students to use the 
restroom at free will. The student must sign out and 
leave their phone at the teacher’s desk. If this 
privilege is abused or the student refuses to leave 
their phone, new policies will be enforced and 
administration will be notified of the student.  

• Respect will be shown during class discussions; 
respect yourself, respect each other, respect the 
classroom. Be an active participant and do your best. 
Food and drink is allowed if not a distraction and not 
near electronics (computers, projector). 

• Cell phones will be used occasionally in lessons as a 
learning tool. Students should not have phones out 
unless otherwise instructed. Phones are a constant 
distraction in our daily lives, but it is important to 
know when and where phone usage is appropriate in 
adulthood. My phone policy is simple and in 
accordance with SHHS handbook policy. 

• As seniors, students are held to a higher expectation 
and awareness of appropriate phone usage. If a phone 
becomes a distraction and hinders productivity, I may 
refer the student to administration and/or reach out 



to a parent/guardian to minimize problems with 
phones. 

• Bottom line for behavior: if it’s in the student 
handbook, it applies here! 

 Proficiency Standards 
• 11-12 RL.1: Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as 

inferences drawn from the text, including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain. 

• 11-12 RL.2: Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text and analyze their development over the course of the 
text, including how they interact and build on one another to produce a complex account; provide an objective summary of 
the text. 

• 11-12 RI.5: Analyze and evaluate the effectiveness of the structure an author uses in his or her exposition or argument, 
including whether the structure makes points clear, convincing, and engaging. 

• 11-12 RI.6: Determine an author's point of view or purpose in a text in which the rhetoric is particularly effective, analyzing 
how style and content contribute to the power, persuasiveness or beauty of the text. 

• 11-12 L.2: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when 
writing. 

• 11-12 L.6: Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, sufficient for reading, 
writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering 
vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 

• 11-12 W.2: Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and information clearly 
and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content. 

• 11-12 W.8: Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using advanced searches 
effectively; assess the strengths and limitations of each source in terms of the task, purpose, and audience; integrate 
information into the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and over reliance on any one source 
and following a standard format for citation. 

• 11-12.SL.4:  Present information, findings, and supporting evidence, conveying a clear and distinct perspective, such that 
listeners can follow the line of reasoning, alternative or opposing perspectives are addressed, and the organization, 
development, substance, and style are appropriate to purpose, audience, and a range of formal and informal tasks. 

• 11-12.W.3: Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective techniques, well-chosen 
details, and well-structured event sequences. 

 Schedule of Topics/Units Covered 
• Narrative Writing 

• The World Before 9/11 

• September 11th 2001 

• 9/11 Aftermath 

• Research Presentation 

• Research Writing 

 Assessment/Evaluation/Grading Policy 
Assessments (exams, essays, projects, etc) count for 90% of the student’s grade and are crucial to prepare for and perform well on in 
order to succeed in ELA classes. Often, if a student submits their assessment (essays in particular) on time, they may revise and 
resubmit for a better score. 
 
Practice (in-class activities, reflections, writing prompts, etc) will be used to prepare students for assessments and account for 10% 
of the grade.  
 
Retakes and revisions will be accepted. Student must meet with me to determine expectations and scheduling. Homework will 
seldom be assigned; any homework will usually be whatever was not finished in class. Assignments, practice and assessment, will be 
turned into each student’s class dropbox (either online or marked in the classroom). Late work will be accepted until the end of the 
unit. Students will be reminded of this policy as the term progresses. Students have daily access to computers and chromebooks in 
my classroom. 

 


